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Spirit of Post-- War Paris

People Realize Tasks Ahead;

Frivolous Only on the Surface

By PAUL BOWER MAN

the tirt (MM MOM the beginning oi the war
FOR has sufficiently recovered herseli to i r .t

Utttiuon ol other days. To those to whom this
summer offered an introduction to the cit. Paris f ul

filled their expectations Only those Sfho have known
P.iris intimately in the past still shake their heads
and Not yet " And there is reason to believe

that it will Btvei bt jvist the saine, in more ways than
one .

Hut to the average traveler, seeking in
m
i arts the

fulfillment oi all be has hoped to find, there i little to
be desired It is again ga and care free and brilliant
on the ittrface, and tremendously human at heart. Of
cour there b alwayi that muul body of travelers to
whom the old World i a source ol continual disap-

pointment, to whom tht Crillon pah s into a third-rat- e

hostelr) in Comparison with the Biltmore. and who .in-throw-

into a tit oi dejection il narye excesses ig-

norance oi the Ingredients oi Brotui cocktail These
the lobby oi - me faahton- -

ire the ones who gather m

hotel and hold indignation meetings, the outcome
oi which is a loud-voic- ed resolution to book sausage en

the next boat home. . .

It is from such as these, quite mcapabu ol judging
anything save by their own standards, that the impres-

sion gains credence in America that France is gom

to the dogs and dragging all Europe with her. Amer-ic- a

the) say, has learned her lesson from the war and
is now busil) engaged in recovery. That is true, beyond
doubt But to continue the cojtioarison and point an
accusing linger at the frivolity ol Pans as an indica-- t

o France's failure to recognise the serwdineas
her task, sh s an inability to understand the t'sf'H.

which is a fundamental of a (iallic race, Rather, it is

sheer ignoranrr on their part
However treat may ha been the psychological ef-

fect oi Xmerua's participation in the war at i critical
in. .tin tit. the actual part she played was small I re-car-

sacrifice of wealth and loss of man DOWCI In

Sew York there is little evidence ol the war at present
ln the street I Paris there are thousands oi a men in

black, and the men are very old or v ry yottng And
il a man of middle years passes by. one I oks in-

stinctively for a wooden leg or a leather arm or a

starred iace. Women are driving taxicab, running
tramcars, and serving In restaurants, not as an e

ample oi the feminist movement, but because there are
no men. Prance lacks sorely the most vital element oi
a country's p. pulation in her work of reconstruction
Sitting m I afe on the boulevard, one forgets

that the crowd of well-drets- ed fresh looking
yotmg men who pass are tottrifts like oneteJI, come
10 Pans for an outing and seeking only to be amus d

That Paris can find the courage t laugh again,
that the bourgeoisie can find heart to dance Ofl the
Street corners during the festivals, that there can bt
anything h it of the gaiety oi other days, is the mirai h

of th . ' msJ . which sustained France during
the war and which ultimately will be so important dur
ing the hard years to come.

Paris is trying I rget the war. and it is ver
ird work. Th. figgntSC disaster, despite the ultim.t'

victory, looms lip on every side Only by the mo-- '
rigid economy is the government enabled to meet its
Itaggering liabilities, and the problems of taxation d

nsand the utmost oi Ingenuity on the part of the ex
perts, who are striving to reduce the burden on the
people's shouldrrs The fall of the franc has eftCOUr
aged the exporting trad-- , but it has been tTset by the
increased cost ol necessary imports And the prices in
Frai ce have advanced out of all proportion to in
creases m th wagsj level. With the present favorable
rate of exchange, with IJ francs to the dollar, the

m'ican pays approximately the BgSJK as he did seven
y.ir ag with the franc at par.

1 r the average Parisian, to whom exchange rat s

meat, nothing, the business of living is a problem.
Vh a shop girl of the more intelligent sort receives

Thc north win ol ihr Iouvre and the Palace du Carrousel the
cene of many HIcmkIv hftht in former day.

ican bars, of expensive shops where the itipermtaa of
life are sold at prices that would sustain comfortably
an apprec iable proportion of the Starving babies of
Russia The essence ol this curious incongruity is

centered in a triangle bounded roughly hv the Avenue
de 1'Opera. the Rue de Kivoli. and the Boulevards de a
Madeleine arid des Capucines, To this must be added
the Boulevard def Italseni and that part of the Champs
Klysccs devoted to the summer music halls and cafe
concerts.

It is not really Paris, but a gigantic absurdity foisted
on travelers content to see the world through the
sTnoke-bedimme- d glasses of fatuiis complacency.
There is scarcely a Frenchman to be found there. ae
those who Sourish by reason of the tourists' ignorance.
Vet it satisfies the many who come to France with the

express purpose of Stopping at the M curice or the

Kit. To sjM-n- a morning gasping at Paouin'j man-
ikins, to lunch at the Cafe d Paris, to visit tin- - shops

oi Houhiganl and LaltqUC before having tea at Rumpel-mayer'-

to prepare tor a dinner at Arnnnonville by

sipping a lass of vermouth at the ( ate de la I'aix.

and to hurry back to town in time for the last half of

the Foliea-Bergrc- s, is to go the rounds of the
It is magnificent in its gltaeriflg

luxury and largess, it is bew ildering in its variety of

color and lift, it is intriguing in its Imipses into uV

Ciallic spirit, it is expensive beyond all previous ca-

lculationsbut it is only I small part of Paris, and

from the viewpoint of the Parisians themselves, an

unimportant one
It is an integral part of P.iris because of the skill

and artistry displayed by those Sfho catef to the wants
f the tourists Nowhere else in the worhl are such

restaurants to be found, veritable nks oi Paradise
t delight the heart of the lowr of choice srinei and

dishes score of names instantly present thlBASCillJ

t- the mind wh re an unsatisfactory dinner is a pra-

ctical impossibility Marguery's. where the fried sole :

the pride oi the chef; Prunier's. where are t be t'ound

the best oysters in the world, and LattfOlt's, with its

ices and sherbets. The list is endless
Tin- - shops of Paris merit ery nearly all the praise

and fame they enjoy. Aim! lure again is evident the

French genius for making beautiful and ornamental the

simplest necessities of existence, The Rue at Kivoli.

fronting the gardens of the Tuileries, is Ranked by an

unbroken succession of fashionable ihODS, the windows

of which are crowded with the exquisite handiwork

of clever minds and skillful fingers Hut they are

eoatly even w ith a favorable rate of exchange, quite

ISSnce with the prices of Fifth Avenue and Bond street.

Hut when all is said and done, the ts

is essentially a city of frolic W hen the tra-

veler is tired of shopping, and has penetrated the fas-

tnesses of the Hois de Boulogne (wnere he tails tone
the handsome equipages of the aristocracy), and has

made the ascent of Eiffel Tower, and has walked

around the outside of the Louvre, and considers he has

ol the ones atseen enough to answer the qttestioni
home, he is in a mood t. SCC fr himsel the mcti-adverti- s.

Without this, he 1 eelsd wickedness of Paris.
his visit would be in great part in ram, and consider,

himself in duty hound to probe it to the depths.

The Folies Bergercs and th- - no de I arts an.

the rallying points of travelers bent solemnly on m

task of seeing to what length.s the French can go.

Self-conscious- ly they buy their tickets, Sl sell-- w

sciouslv they take their seats. If the) look arouna

they cannot fail to observe the preponderance o mr
R ws ana i ,Saxon countenances in the audience

of faces straining every nerve to catch the impon

the quips and jests of the comedians on the stage,

translating to each other in subdued whispers tne

log between the clown and the dude.
With this in mind, one cannot but a( m,n

the
found knowledge of human nature evioenceo dj
Kentk-me-n to whose care the program is "lTUthcT.
more magniheent hoax was never intlu

wise intelligent patrons. It is superb. " sausno

pletely. It is a triumphant proof d Jw,,ving the public what it wants. JJSJbroad enough to obv.ate the necessity on.
French, and the girls of the chorus are 't"7eragf
dressed to satisfy the most demanding i

merican. coming to the theater with prejUOlcn
the French are cry

goes away convinced that
and very frank and quite immoral

In the splendid absurdity of the 1

;r1 VuVld make

,sts, the absence of the French themselves

dear the fact that it is not the real I aris. ni

believe Paris constructed by brains tar cu j pafi$

the tourists who subscribe to it. 10 IJV jnCOn-an-
d

consequently all France hy this -

The Rue de Rivoli, containing many (hione.hle
and cipcntivc thopt.

12 francs a da. from which she pays three for a room
and a minimum of six for her meals, it is easy to be-

lieve that much of the berated night life of Paris has
a bas more economic than moral. As is true ever
where, the most flagrant lapses from conventional m-

rahty are to be found among the very rich and tin
very poor among the former because they have nothing
t do, and the latter because they have nothing to do
with. The root i always an economic one. The most
emphasized and misunderstood charge against the girl
oi Paris is that she has the courage to laugh through
it all.

In the first flush of the long delayed victory Paris
did abandon herself to the pleasures so long denied
her. She Struggled frantically to discard the restric-tiotl- g

which she suffered under the military regime
Weary of sacrifice , nauseated with the ghastltncss, and
not then realizing the magnitude of the effort devolving
on the future generations. Paris was charged with i

feverish undercurrent, which has but lately given way
to a sober and clear-minde- d acceptance of her burd B

The world's history i an unbroken succession of con
tradicting reactions. The city in 1019 showed this
dearly. To judge that the Paris of 1921 is still in the
throes of a careless ebullition, because of the lingering
remnants of this reaction, seems scarcely just. Vet the
line and cry is taken up in America to avoid the re-
lapse which spread over Kurope. Had America been
a- - deeply involved in the war as the European coun-
tries, we should have suffered the same plight. Our
t:.od fortune is as potent a factor in our recovery as
ur virtue.

The almost unprecedented drought during the spring
and early summer was a most discouraging .setback t

the work of reconstruction. Only by heroic iffOfl and
the cming of ram in late August

assnjeesnjei
was Prance delivered from a disas
ter such as has befallen Russia.
The harvests will tall far short of
even the most conservative esti-
mates made last winter, and this
will mean further advances in the
cost of foodstuffs

Kike ancient Gaul, Paris is di-

vided into three parts, each sharplv
contrasted against the others, and
yet each partaking of a common
atmosphere that links the three to-
gether in an indissoluble entity
the Parts-o- f the-Touris- ts. the Paris-o- f

the Students, and the Paris-of-the-Parisia-

The first of these is the best
known and the least imp- - riant 0
the three. It is the Paris 0f the
rreat hotels, where French is sel-do- m

spokrri and where even the
elevator boys are accomplithed
linguists, the Paris of millionaire
honeymoonrrs, of dazzling cafes,
of Knglish tea rooms and Amer- -

gruity is to see witn supernti-- i
tminiih hrtween the chaff and the wneai.r 1 at.n Quarter ana

Across tne river iii . parjs-0l-oi- v

heights of Montmartre is to be found theView of tbc Heio takrn IroiB the bell lower ol Notre D


